
LESSON THEME:
Rhinos & 

Conservation

Objectives

Vocabulary words

Materials

1. Explore what field researchers do to protect wildlife.

2. Learn the 7 different conservation statuses and their meanings.

Conservation status: Indicates whether the species still exists and how 
likely the species is to become extinct in the near future.

Crumpled paper balls (20)
Cups (7)
Marker

Blank sheet of paper (1)
Computer or tablet with Internet access

Coin



ACTIVITY # 1
Field Research

Play the role of researcher and follow 
the prompts below.

Click here to read and learn about what rhino monitoring officers do.

Filing daily reports as you read is an important part of rhino 
monitoring. Let’s do our own daily report in our backyard!

1. Take a sheet of paper and draw lines 
across to divide it into 6 boxes of 
equal size.

2. Go outside and search for six items 
to place in your boxes. They can be 
snail shells, leaves, moss, etc. (do not 
try to collect any living animal for your 
safety and the animal’s!)

3. Once you have your six items, take 
a photo for a photo journal (you can 
place a coin on the paper so you have 
a size comparison when looking back!) 
You can do this as many times as you 
want, creating more digital entries.

https://rhinoconservationbotswana.com/rcbinaction/monitoring/


ACTIVITY # 2
Status Toss

1. Review the different conservation statuses listed in the table below.

2. Take out your seven cups and label each one with a conservation 
status.

3. Arrange them in a straight line going from Least Concern to Extinct 
(place the Least Concern cup closest to you).

4. Using your crumpled up balls, toss them into the cups, tallying your 
results in the chart. Before you start, consider which cup you think will 
have the least? Which will have the most?

5. Now that you understand the different statuses, look up an animal for 
each status and why it has that status.

Conservation Status 
(in order of highest to lowest risk)

Tally Animal

Extinct - Species no longer exists

Extinct in the Wild - Only known to survive in 
human care
Critically Endangered - Facing extremely high 
risk of extinction in the wild
Endangered - Facing a high risk of extinction in 
the wild
Vulnerable - Facing a risk of endangerment in 
the wild
Near Threatened - Likely to become endan-
gered in the near future
Least Concern - Lowest risk; widespread and 
abundant


