
LESSON THEME:
Gorillas & 
Recycling

Objectives

Vocabulary words

Materials

1. Build reading comprehension by reading a short story and answering 
questions

2. Make a pledge to help protect the western lowland gorilla

Troop: A group of gorillas

Critically Endangered: Extreme risk of going extinct (or disappearing) in 
the wild

Recycling: The process of converting waste into reusable material

Pledge: A promise or agreement to do something

Paper
Pencil

Scissors
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ACTIVITY # 1
Reading Comprehension

Provide a copy of the short story below or post it on a screen for all 
students to be able to see. Read the story out loud, then ask your 

students the reading comprehension questions below.

Questions:
1. How many types of gorillas are there?
2. What does “troop” mean in paragraph 1?
3. Why might they call the adult male who leads the troop a “silver-

back”?
4. How can you help protect the western lowland gorilla?

Western lowland gorillas are the smallest of four types of gorillas. They 
can be found in the western part of Africa, eating mostly plants, making 
them important as seed dispersers. They are led in a troop by an adult 
male, called a silverback, who helps protect the group.

Western lowland gorillas are critically endangered due to hunting and 
disease. One way you can help save gorillas is by recycling your elec-
tronic devices, such as cell phones. Cell phones have a mineral called 
coltan. This mineral is mined from gorillas’ habitat in Africa, which has 
led to increased hunting of them. So, if you or someone you know has 
a cell phone they no longer use, tell them to recycle it at Zoo Miami to 
protect gorillas!
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ACTIVITY # 2
Recycling Pledge

As you just learned, western lowland gorillas are endangered due 
to coltan mining for electronic devices like cell phones. Make a 
pledge to help protect gorillas by recycling cell phones! Write 
your pledge on the bookmark template on the following page. 

Then, cut out your bookmark so you have it as a reminder.

Example:

I pledge to help gorillas by 

collecting and recycling used 

cell phones. I will tell my 

family about the need to 

recycle these things so they 

can help too.

Signed by: Bob Hiller
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Signed by:
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