
LESSON THEME:
Animal Nutrition

Objectives

Vocabulary words

Materials

1. Use math to calculate the cost of our animal diets at Zoo Miami

2. Understand food chains by defining the difference between 
producers, primary consumers, and secondary consumers.

Food chain: How each living thing gets food, and how nutrients and 
energy are passed from species to species

Producer: A plant or plant parts that are able to produce its own food

Primary consumer: An organism that eats producers. It is always a 
herbivore.

Secondary consumer: An organism that eats primary consumers. It can 
be an omnivore or carnivore.

1. Pencil & paper

2. Calculator



ACTIVITY # 1
Zoo Kitchen Bill
Review the chart and answer the 

questions below. You can use pencil and 
paper or a calculator.

SPECIES COST PER WEEK COST PER YEAR
Spotted Hyena $50 $2,600

Pygmy Hippo $40 $2,100

Koala $672 $35,000

Kiwi $18 $920

Sloth Bear $180 $9,400

Orangutan $77 $4,000

North American River Otter $32 $1,600

Bobcat $14 $730

North American Crocodile $32 $1,600

Jaguar $80 $4,100

1. Is it more expensive to feed a sloth bear or an orangutan for 1 year?

2. What is the total cost to feed a pygmy hippo, kiwi, and crocodile for 1 
week?

3. How much more does it cost to feed a koala than a spotted hyena for    
    1 year?

4. How much does it cost to feed the 3 jaguars at Zoo Miami for 1 year?

5. What is the least expensive animal in the table to feed?

6. What is the most expensive animal in the table to feed?

FUN FACT: IT COSTS $1 MILLION TO FEED ALL THE ANIMALS AT ZOO MIAMI FOR ONE YEAR!



ACTIVITY # 2
Food Chains

Review the vocabulary words and 
identify who is the producer, primary 
consumer, and secondary consumer 

in each food chain below.

Dead tree

Jaguar

Leaves

Seeds

Termites

Fruit

Sloth

Snake

Sloth Bear

Agouti

Harpy Eagle

Mouse

Producer Primary Consumer Secondary Consumer

EXAMPLE:

#1

#2

#3


